Measurements of inclusive electron-scattering cross sections using hydrogen and deuterium targets in the region of the ∆(1232) resonance are reported. A global fit to these new data and previous data in the resonance region is also reported for the proton. Transition form factors have been extracted from the proton cross sections for this experiment over the four-momentum transfer squared range 1.64 < Q 2 < 6.75 (GeV/c) 2 and from previous data over the range 2.41 < Q 2 < 9.82 (GeV/c) 2 . The results confirm previous reports that the ∆(1232) transition form factor decreases more rapidly with Q 2 than expected from perturbative QCD. The ratio of σ n /σ p in the ∆(1232) resonance region has been extracted from the deuteron data for this experiment in the range 1.64 < Q 2 < 3.75 (GeV/c) 2 and for a previous experiment in the range 2.4 < Q 2 < 7.9 (GeV/c) 2 . A study has been made of the model dependence of these results. This ratio σ n /σ p for ∆(1232) production is slightly less than unity, while σ n /σ p for the nonresonant cross sections is approximately 0.5, which is consistent with deep inelastic scattering results.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Understanding the structure of the nucleons and their excitations in terms of elementary constituents has been of fundamental interest for many years. In the limit of large four-momentum transfer squared Q 2 , leading-order perturbative QCD (pQCD) is expected to be valid, but it is not clear how quickly in Q 2 the non-leading-order processes die off.
The analysis of Stoler [1] indicates that the Q −4 form factor dependence expected from leading-order pQCD behavior may become evident as early as a few (GeV/c) 2 for the proton elastic form factor and for the transition form factors of the resonances at higher masses than the ∆(1232). However, the transition form factor for the ∆(1232) resonance does not display the expected leading-order pQCD behavior, even at Q 2 as high as 10 (GeV/c) 2 .
Instead, this form factor falls off more rapidly with Q 2 than expected. This implies that non-leading order processes are dominating the ∆(1232) region while nearby regions exhibit leading-order pQCD behavior at the same Q 2 . This anomaly makes the ∆(1232) resonance an interesting candidate for further study. For both protons and neutrons there is a need for data on baryon excitation cross sections and transition form factors, especially at large Q 2 , in order to provide for a better understanding of this effect and also to test alternate models.
In this experiment, NE11, performed at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC), measurements have been made of inclusive electron-scattering cross sections using hydrogen and deuterium targets in the region of the ∆(1232) resonance. Also measured were the elastic form factors of the proton and the neutron [2, 3, 4] as well as the inelastic structure function, νW 2 , and R = σ L /σ T for electron-aluminum scattering [5] . An overview of the experiment and the cross section results are given in Sections II and III. Section IV covers the development of a global fit for proton resonance cross sections using these new data along with some previous data. Also presented are transition form factors for the ∆(1232) resonance extracted from the proton cross sections for the four-momentum transfer range 1.64 < Q 2 < 6.75 (GeV/c) 2 . In section V, results are shown for the ratio of σ n /σ p extracted from the deuteron data for 1.64 < Q 2 < 3.75 (GeV/c) 2 using several different Fermi smearing models and input assumptions to study the model dependence of the extraction.
Results are also presented for the ratio of σ n /σ p extracted from deuteron data taken during SLAC experiment E133 [6] for 2.42 < Q 2 < 7.86 (GeV/c) 2 .
II. EXPERIMENTAL SUMMARY A. Beam
The electron beam, provided by the Nuclear Physics Injector at SLAC, operated at a beam pulse repetition rate of 120 Hz. A 5.5 GeV beam was produced with an average current of 5 µA and a pulse width of 2 µs. A 9.8 GeV beam was produced using the SLAC Energy Doubler with an average current of 1 µA and a beam pulse width of 0.15 µsec. The incident beam charge was measured by two independent toroidal charge monitors which were frequently calibrated by passing a known charge, generated using a precision capacitor, through a winding encircling the toroid. The two toroid measurements agreed to within ±0.15% and the absolute charge was measured to 0.5%. The energy E of the beam was monitored by a rotating flip-coil located within a dipole bending magnet identical to and in series with the dipole magnets used to steer the beam into the experimental area. Based on a calibration that required the elastic ep cross-section peaks to be centered at a missing mass equal to the proton mass, the uncertainty in the beam energy was estimated to be 0.05%.
B. Targets
The target assembly contained 15-cm-long liquid hydrogen and deuterium cells having 0.1-mm-thick aluminum endcaps and side walls. The endcap contribution to the measured cross sections was determined using a 1.8 mm aluminum target. In order to keep local density fluctuations below the level of 1%, the liquid within the cells was circulated at a rate of 2 m/s. Target densities were determined using averaged temperature and pressure measurements from platinum resistors and vapor pressure bulbs located within the cells.
These independent density measurements agreed to within 0.2%. An absolute uncertainty was estimated at 0.9% from uncertainties in cryogenic and resistor calibration data.
C. Spectrometer
Scattered electrons were detected in the SLAC 8 GeV/c spectrometer [7] located at forward scattering angles ranging from θ = 13 to 27
• , and operated at central momenta ranging from 2.8 to 7.7 GeV/c. Uncertainties in the spectrometer central angle and momentum were 0.005 • and 0.05% respectively. The detector package was designed for high electron detection efficiency in the presence of large pion backgrounds. It consisted of a gas thresholdČerenkov (Č) counter filled with 0.6 atmospheres of nitrogen operating at an efficiency of 99.0%, ten planes of multi-wire proportional counters for particle tracking with a combined tracking efficiency of 99.9%, and a lead glass shower counter array with an efficiency of 99.4% and a resolution of ±8%/ √ E ′ , where E ′ is the energy of the scattered electron. The lead glass array was segmented into a 3.23 radiation-length pre-radiator (PR) followed by a total absorption (TA) counter composed of three layers, 6.8 radiation lengths each. For E ′ < 4 GeV only two of the three layers were used. The detector package also used two layers of scintillators for triggering purposes (SF and SM). Resolutions for detected electron momentum and scattering angle were ±0.15% and ±0.5 mr.
D. Electronics and Data Acquisition
The data acquisition system used standard CAMAC and NIM electronic modules to process detector signals and to form event triggers. The trigger rate was restricted to one event per beam pulse due to limitations in the data logging rate. Additional triggers occurring in a beam pulse were counted in scalers for subsequent correction of the data. The event trigger required a beam gate and either an electron, pion, or a random trigger. The electron trigger consisted of either a three out of four coincidence betweenČ, PR, TA and SM or a two out of three coincidence between PR, SF and SM withČ always required. This trigger was designed for good efficiency over a large range in scattered electron momenta.
The pion trigger required a coincidence between SF and SM, and was pre-scaled so that only a sampling of the pion background was analyzed.
III. DATA ANALYSIS A. Spectrometer Acceptance
A Monte Carlo simulation of the spectrometer properties was used to determine the spectrometer acceptance as a function of relative momentum δ, relative horizontal scattering angle ∆θ, and vertical scattering angle φ. The input data for the simulation came from a survey of the spectrometer apertures and a TRANSPORT [8] calculation that agreed with floating-wire [9] measurements of the spectrometer optical coefficients. In addition, corrections were calculated for momentum-dependent multiple scattering effects and changes in effective target length due to spectrometer rotation about the pivot.
The δ-dependence of the acceptance function was checked by comparing measurements of deuteron inelastic cross-section spectra taken at identical kinematics, except for the central spectrometer momenta, which differed by a few percent. The resulting smooth overlap between the spectra indicated that the δ-dependence was understood. Elastic ep cross sections were studied to verify that the acceptance function had the correct angular-dependence, namely, that there was no φ-dependence and that the ∆θ dependence did not differ from that predicted by a global fit of elastic cross sections covering a wide range of θ.
B. Corrections to Data
The measured counts were corrected for electronics and computer dead time and for detector inefficiencies. For each incident beam energy and scattering angle setting, cross sections were determined as a function of E ′ by dividing the corrected counts by the number of incident electrons, the number of target nuclei per cm 2 , and the spectrometer acceptance function. Corrections were also made for the small ∆θ dependence of the cross section within the angular acceptance of the spectrometer. The average corrections for scattering from the aluminum endcaps amounted to 6% for H 2 and 3% for D 2 . Pion contamination and e + /e − pair production events at the target were found to be negligible for the kinematics of the data presented here.
Radiative corrections were also applied to the cross-section data. For the proton cross sections, the radiative tail for elastic scattering was calculated and subtracted using the formula of Tsai [10] , which is exact to lowest order in the fine structure constant α. Multiplicative radiative corrections were then applied to both the remaining inelastic proton cross sections and the deuteron cross sections. These corrections were found using the peaking approximation formulas of Mo and Tsai [10, 11, 12] with additional corrections for vacuum polarization contributions from muon and quark loops [13] . The final radiative corrections were calculated iteratively using a cross section model determined from a global fit as discussed below. corrections (0.5%), acceptance (0.3%), and aluminum background subtraction (0.1%). The overall normalization error was determined to be 1.8% due to the combined absolute uncertainties in the incident charge (0.5%), target density (0.9%), target length (0.2%), radiative corrections (1%), and acceptance (1%).
C. Inelastic Proton Cross Section Results

IV. PROTON CROSS SECTION FITS
A global Q 2 -dependent fit to the data was done in order to develop a good model of the resonance cross sections over a large kinematic range. To obtain the kinematic coverage in both Q 2 and W 2 , additional data were included along with the data from this experiment.
This fit was phenomenologically separated into resonant and nonresonant components which does not allow for the possibility of interference effects between the resonant and nonresonant processes, since this cannot be determined from inclusive experiments. Recent work [14] investigating Bloom-Gilman duality [15] in the ∆(1232) resonance region suggests that there may be common dynamics between the ∆(1232) resonance and the underlying nonresonant background, possibly indicating that interference effects could be present, but more investigation is needed. The global fit was then used as an input for radiative correction calculations, for extracting information on the ∆(1232) transition form factor as a function of Q 2 , and for Fermi smearing calculations used in the σ n /σ p extraction discussed below.
A. Other Data Included in Analysis
E133 Data
In SLAC experiment E133 [6] , e-p and e-d cross sections for the resonance region were measured at a fixed scattering angle of 10
• . The e-p data were in the range 2.4 < Q 2 < 9.8 (GeV/c) 2 , and the e-d data were in the range 2.4 < Q 2 < 7.9 (GeV/c) 2 . An error was found previously [16] with the E133 data which affected the deduced beam energies. Accordingly, the E133 beam energies have been changed and the momenta have been slightly adjusted within errors to align the quasielastic and ∆(1232) resonance peaks at their appropriate masses. Also, the E133 data were normalized to the NE11 results which have smaller systematic errors. The normalization was found separately for the proton and deuteron data by minimizing the χ 2 per degree of freedom (dof) for a global fit to the data over all Q 2 . According to this procedure both the proton and deuteron normalization factors are 1.04. Note that the NE11 and E133 measurements were all made at forward angles.
SLAC Deep Inelastic Data
Global fits [17, 18, 19, 20] have been made to deep inelastic cross-section data [21, 19, 20 ] for e-p and e-d scattering, using cross-normalized data sets with improved radiative corrections.
The fits resulted in parameterizations of R = σ L /σ T [17] and the structure function [18, 19, 20] valid for missing mass squared W 2 > 3.0 GeV 2 . It is naturally desirable that any global fit to the resonance region smoothly match fits to the deep inelastic region.
To achieve this we used the same SLAC e-p data [21] that were used in the deep inelastic analyses, subject to the restrictions W 2 < 4.3 GeV 2 and Q 2 < 9.5 (GeV/c) 2 .
3. Resonance Region Data at low Q 2
All inclusive e-p resonance region data measured up until the mid 1970's were evaluated and parameterized by Brasse et al. [22] . This parameterization was used to generate cross-section spectra at five low-Q 2 values of 0.25, 0.50, 0.75, 1.0, and 1.3 GeV/c. These spectra were treated in the subsequent analysis as "data". The errors on these generated cross sections were assigned an additional normalization uncertainty of 7% based on differences seen between these cross sections and recently reanalyzed SLAC resonance cross sections [23] . The Q 2 values of the generated spectra were chosen to be representative of the range of data originally parameterized.
B. Cross Section Global Fit
The differential inelastic proton cross section can be written as a sum of transverse and longitudinal terms:
where
is the equivalent energy of a real photon needed to produce the same final mass state, and M p is the proton mass. These virtual photoabsorption cross sections can be expressed as:
where σ nr L and σ nr T are the longitudinal and transverse nonresonant background components, and σ T ∆ , σ T 2 , and σ T 3 are the transverse resonant components for the three dominant resonance regions, respectively. It was assumed that the longitudinal cross section for resonance production is zero, as indicated by the limited amount of available experimental data [23] , and that R = σ nr L /σ nr T for the nonresonant cross sections could be parameterized
This simple expression agrees reasonably well with a deep inelastic fit [17] extrapolated to the kinematics of these data.
The quantity σ nr T was described using a product of polynomials [24] of the form
where W th = M p + M π is the pion production threshold given by the sum of the proton and pion masses,
is the dipole form factor squared. The minimum number of fit parameters was chosen such that adequate fits to the data could be obtained over the desired kinematic range.
The helicity-conserving and helicity-flip amplitudes for resonance production,
and A 3/2 (Q 2 ) contribute only to the transverse virtual photoabsorption cross section. They can be combined to form the total transverse helicity amplitude
Both the transition form factor and the transverse cross section for ∆(1232) production [1, 25] can be defined in terms of the helicity amplitudes:
where a relativistic Breit-Wigner [1, 26] form has been used. The partial widths for the resonance are defined as
where M ∆ and Γ ∆ are the ∆(1232) resonance mass and width, K and K * are the equivalent energies of a real photon in the laboratory and center-of-mass frames needed to produce the final mass state W; P * π is the decay pion momentum in the center-of-mass system; and a subscript of ∆ on any of these quantities means that it is evaluated at the ∆(1232) resonance peak. The parameter X gives the mass variation of the resonance width. Photoproduction data fits yield a value X = 0.16 GeV for the ∆(1232) resonance [27] . Results presented here are fairly insensitive to this parameter, but a χ 2 best-fit to all the data yielded a value of X = 0.18 GeV, which was used for all subsequent fitting. For the global fit,
There are many resonances which contribute to the resonance region beyond the ∆ (1232) 
The index, i = 2 or 3 denotes the resonance 2 or 3,
fits in Q 2 , and Γ i and M i are the widths and masses of the resonances. Table II shows the resonance mass and width values used for fitting. These quantities were adjusted within reasonable limits to minimize the χ 2 agreement between the global fit and the data. The best mass for resonance 3 was found to vary with Q 2 , indicating that perhaps different resonances are contributing in this region at high Q 2 .
Results for the resonance region global fit [29] are given in Table III and are shown in Fig. 1 . These results are expected to be valid over the Q 2 range 0.3-10 (GeV/c) 2 and over the W 2 range from pion threshold out to 4.3 (GeV) 2 . The fitted data were in units of µb, and the χ 2 per 523 degrees of freedom was 1.56. Figure 1 shows three sample spectra containing both resonance and deep inelastic data. The deep inelastic data were from nearby kinematics and were kinematically corrected to the indicated kinematics using the resonance region global fit which is shown as a solid line. Also shown are the deep inelastic global fits given by the dashed curve [18] and the dotted curve [19] . Both of these used the same parameterization for R [17] . The new resonance region global fit is used for radiative corrections, for parameterizing the nonresonant component for the ∆(1232) transition form factor extraction, and for the analysis of the inelastic deuteron resonance data.
C. ∆(1232) Transition Form Factors
Form Factor Models
Carlson and Poor [25] have developed a distribution amplitude for the ∆(1232) resonance using QCD sum rule constraints on the moments of the resonance wave function.
A distribution amplitude is the momentum-space wave function which has been integrated over the transverse momenta. The ∆(1232) distribution amplitude was then coupled with various nucleon distribution amplitudes in order to predict the magnitude of the transition form factors in the asymptotic limit of large Q 2 . The nucleon distribution amplitudes used by Carlson and Poor include those of Chernyak and Zhitnitsky (CZ) [30] , King and Sachrajda (KS) [31] , and Gari and Stefanis (GS) [32] . Implicit in these asymptotic predictions is the assumption that A 3/2 (Q 2 ) can be neglected and that the transverse helicity amplitude A 1/2 (Q 2 ) dominates. Perturbative QCD predicts that A 1/2 (Q 2 ) falls as 1/Q 3 and A 3/2 (Q 2 ) falls as 1/Q 5 [33] , but this has not been established experimentally.
The diquark model developed in part to describe the elastic electromagnetic nucleon form factors [34] , was subsequently extended to the ∆(1232) transition form factors as well [35] . In this model, which inherently takes into account nonperturbative effects due to strong two-quark correlations, nucleons are considered as the combination of a quark and a spatially extended diquark. It has been suggested [35] that the non-leading-order processes contributing to the rapid fall-off of the form factor of the ∆ resonance are well-described within the framework of the diquark model. A model [35] has been developed and tuned to agree with the E133 [6] results previously fit by Stoler [1] . It has been shown [2, 4 ] that this same model does not describe recent nucleon form factor measurements very well. Also, this model predicts a non-negligible contribution to the longitudinal resonance cross section which was assumed to be zero in this analysis. Data are needed to determine whether longitudinal resonance cross sections could be significant at large Q 2 , and the diquark model needs to be re-examined to see if better agreement with nucleon form factors can be attained, and whether this has any effect on resonance form factor predictions.
The recent heterotic calculations from Stefanis and Bergmann [36] are so-named because they are somewhat of a unification of the nucleon distribution amplitude models of Chernyak, Ogloblin, and Zhitnisky (COZ) [37] and Gari and Stefanis [32] and the ∆ distribution amplitude models of Carlson and Poor [25] and Farrar et al. [38] . In combining the various models to form the heterotic distribution amplitudes, an attempt has been made to retain the most promising features of the original models. The result is a new model which agrees better with existing data.
Results For Transition Form Factors
In order to obtain ∆(1232) form factors as a function of Q 2 , a fit was made to each individual resonance spectrum using the global nonresonant fit to describe the nonresonant background. The Brasse [22] and E133 [6] data sets were fit for three resonance components as described for the global fits, except the fit coefficients were constants instead of polynomials in Q 2 . Because the data from this experiment do not extend high enough in W 2 , the global fit was also used to describe the net tail in the region of the ∆(1232)
resonance from higher-mass resonances. Thus, the only free parameter for the NE11 form factor fits was for the ∆(1232) form factor magnitude. The fits to all the individual spectra had a χ 2 /dof ranging from 0.14 to 4.1. Figure 2 shows sample NE11 data at four kinematic points. The curves indicate the ∆(1232) resonance (dotted), higher-mass resonance (dot-dash), nonresonant (dashed), and total (solid) cross sections. are somewhat model dependent [1, 23] . The differences between this analysis and that of
Stoler [1] include our use of the global fit to the nonresonant component rather than fitting this component separately for each cross-section spectrum, and also improved estimates of the systematic errors. Our method should yield a better overall representation of the nonresonant component, although the effect on the extracted form factors was small except for the spectra from this experiment which do not include data past the ∆(1232) resonance.
Also shown in Fig. 3 are the diquark model fit by Kroll et al. [35] , one of three predictions from Stefanis and Bergmann [36] , and the three asymptotic predictions of Carlson and
Poor [25] . The Kroll curve agrees well with the data, but since the model was tuned to agree with the previous analysis [1] , this is not surprising. The heterotic curve shown was calculated [36] using the heterotic nucleon and ∆(1232) distribution amplitudes, and included corrections to estimate low Q 2 confinement effects as well as perturbative Q 2 evolution corrections. This curve agrees with the data at high Q 2 , but does not have the right shape at lower Q 2 . The points (denoted by * ) shown in Fig. 3 were evaluated at
The KS and CZ predictions are too low to describe the data, and the GS prediction is too high. New data at Q 2 larger than the results shown here would be valuable for determining whether the fall-off in Q 2 continues or the asymptotic limit has been reached.
V. DEUTERON CROSS SECTION ANALYSIS
It is interesting to also consider neutron cross sections and to study how they compare with proton cross sections. Due to the lack of a free neutron target with sufficient density, the deuteron makes a good substitute. By combining proton and deuteron data we can learn how the two types of nucleons differ in their internal structure. This is typically done by extracting σ n /σ p ratios. The goal of this analysis is to obtain results for σ n /σ p for the ∆(1232) resonant and nonresonant cross section components separately and to compare them with expected results.
The analysis of the deuteron data is complicated by the fact that the composite nucleons are bound and have Fermi motion which smears the cross sections. In order to analyze the data, the components of the inelastic proton model cross sections (see Eq. 2) were smeared using several different prescriptions, and these smeared components were then fit to the deuteron data along with the quasielastic and meson-exchange components. For fitting purposes, all cross-section models and data were converted to a reduced form:
where σ M ott = α 2 cos 2 (θ/2)/4E 2 sin 4 (θ/2), and R T (Q 2 , W 2 ) and R L (Q 2 , W 2 ) are the transverse and longitudinal components of σ R and are related to σ T and σ L by a common
A. Quasielastic Model
Quasielastic scattering from the deuteron was described according to the Plane Wave Impulse Approximation (PWIA) of McGee and Durand [40] :
In this expression the S-state and D-state momentum space amplitudes of the deuteron wave function are denoted by u and w respectively, and q is the magnitude of the virtual photon three-momentum. The nucleon elastic cross sections are denoted by σ p and σ n , and k min and k max are the minimum and maximum allowed values of the longitudinal Fermi momentum carried by the struck nucleon relative to the photon direction, as determined from energy conservation. The deuteron wave function was parameterized using the Paris potential [41] . Wave function modeling errors were estimated to be small using the alternate energy-independent Bonn [42] and Reid [43] parameterizations in place of the Paris potential. Form factors for the elastic cross-section calculation were nominally taken from NE11 results [2, 4] . However, a multiplicative fit parameter for the quasielastic contribution was included for two reasons. Firstly, the NE11 neutron form factor data are for Q 2 ≤ 4.0 (GeV/c) 2 , whereas the E133 data analyzed here extend out to Q 2 ≃ 8.0 (GeV/c) 2 , where the neutron elastic form factors have not been experimentally determined.
Secondly, as discussed below, the inclusion of meson-exchange effects has a non-negligible effect on the neutron form factor extraction [44] . Since further study is warranted on this issue, a fit parameter was allowed.
B. Meson-Exchange Currents and Final-State Interactions
For the kinematics of the data presented here, no theoretical calculations exist for meson-exchange current (MEC) contributions to the cross sections. In lieu of these calculations the MEC contribution was estimated using calculations by Laget [45] for SLAC experiment NE4 [46] . These calculations, which are restricted to Q 2 ≤ 1.75 (GeV/c) 2 , include both MEC contributions and final state interactions (FSI), the latter being of relatively small consequence. The difference in calculated cross sections with and without the MEC and FSI contributions was fit as a function of W 2 using a third-degree polynomial fit. This fit is shown in Fig. 4 , where σ M EC is in reduced form, and the cross sections were assumed to be purely transverse so that R L = 0. The fit shown in Fig. 4 was used for the shape of the MEC + FSI cross sections while the magnitude was adjusted by fitting the data. Since the relative contribution from MEC decreases with Q 2 , this effect was only included for Q 2 < 3.8 (GeV/c) 2 .
C. Fermi Smearing Methods
Existing smearing techniques for nucleon cross-sections [47, 48] rely upon an incoherent impulse approximation in which only one of the two nucleons participates in the interaction.
The non-interacting spectator nucleon is on its mass shell and is unaffected by the interaction, while the interacting nucleon is initially off-mass-shell, but is brought back on to the mass shell with the absorption of the virtual photon. Smearing method SM-I
gives the smearing formulae in terms of light-cone variables [47, 48] . Smearing model SM-II involves a slight modification of the first model to account for a possible nuclear dependence from effects other than Fermi smearing in the deuteron at large x, where x, the Bjorken variable, is defined to be Q 2 /(2M p ν), and ν = E − E ′ . This correction was calculated using a quark color screening model to explain nuclear dependencies in data. Smearing model SM-III is basically the Atwood-West [49] smearing formalism, except that a correction has been made to the normalization of the deuteron wave function based on baryon charge conservation. Again, the Paris deuteron wave function parameterization was used. A study of results versus these smearing methods are presented below.
D. Off-Shell Corrections to the Structure Functions
The smeared structure functions are required to be off the mass shell. Since there are various prescriptions for relating on-shell and off-shell structure functions, the resultant systematic uncertainties were estimated using four different models. The simplest of these sets the off-shell structure functions equal to the on-shell structure functions OS-I. This assumption implies that the interacting nucleon is not far off the mass shell, presumably the case for the weakly bound deuteron system. Bodek et al., [50] require that the longitudinal virtual photoabsorption cross section σ Ld for the deuteron vanish in the limit Q 2 → 0. This leads to two distinct off-shell corrections OS-II and OS-III (or any linear combination of the two corrections). There is some ambiguity in these corrections, and there is also no reason why the off-shell correction could not have a Q 2 dependence. Kusno and Moravczik [51] assume that there is no off-shell correction applied to the transverse and longitudinal photoabsorption cross sections, σ T and σ L . This assumption implies that there must be an off-shell correction OS-IV to the structure functions which are the quantities actually being smeared. This off-shell correction is also completely consistent with the constraint used for OS-II and OS-III that σ Ld → 0 as Q 2 → 0, and there are no ambiguities.
E. Cross-Section Fits
The inelastic deuteron cross-section model was calculated using the global fit to the proton inelastic cross-section discussed previously, deuteron wave function models, Fermi smearing models, and off-shell corrections. For fitting purposes the resonant and nonresonant contributions to the structure functions were treated separately in the smearing formulae. The resonant component was separated into the ∆(1232) contribution and a resonance tail contribution from the higher-mass resonance region 2. The data do not cover a large enough W 2 range to produce a good fit of the higher-mass resonance tail contributing at the ∆(1232) resonance, so a fixed parameter P was used. It is shown below that the results for σ n /σ p are somewhat sensitive to the choice for this parameter. Also, it was assumed that the tail contribution from resonance region 3 could be neglected in the ∆(1232) region.
The relationship between the structure functions used in the smearing formulae, F 2 , and W 2 , and the transverse photoabsorption cross section, is given by
where R(W 2 , Q 2 ) = σ L /σ T for the resonant and nonresonant components was defined earlier.
The most important assumption made in the fitting procedure was that the shape of the smeared neutron cross sections in E ′ for a fixed E and Q 2 is the same as that of the smeared proton cross sections for each of the cross-section components. The magnitudes of the neutron cross sections were allowed to differ from those of the proton cross sections.
Thus, the deuteron cross-section data were fit using the smeared proton cross-section components as input. The coefficients found give information on the neutron contribution to the deuteron cross section, or equivalently information on the ratio of smeared cross sections, σ n /σ p , for each of the cross-section components. Three different fits were done.
The first, Fit I, separately fits to each contribution as discussed in the text:
where σ d is the measured per nucleon deuteron cross section, σ quasi and σ M EC are the model quasielastic and MEC reduced cross sections for the deuteron, and C 1 , C 2 , C 3 , and C 4 are fit parameters. The superscript sm means "smeared", subscripts p nres and n nres refer to the proton and neutron nonresonant contributions, p ∆ and n ∆ refers to the proton and neutron ∆(1232) resonant contributions, and p 2 refers to the higher-mass resonance 2 contribution. It is straightforward to show from Eq. 12 with the assumptions given above
, and (σ n /σ p ) 2 = (2P − 1), where (σ n /σ p ) 2 represents the (σ n /σ p ) ratio for the higher-mass resonance 2. The second fit, Fit II, is similar to Fit I except the ratio σ n /σ p ∆ was forced to be unity. The motivation for this is discussed below. Finally, Fit III was performed such that the smeared proton resonance and nonresonant components were not separately fit, but first combined to yield (σ n /σ p ) information for the total cross section in the region of the ∆(1232) resonance:
where (σ n /σ p ) total = (2C Upper and lower limits derived on (σ n /σ p ) 2 from SU(6) symmetry assumptions [52] indicate that this ratio should be between zero and unity. Existing low-Q 2 data [53] shown in Fig. 7 seem to indicate that the ratio is decreasing with increasing Q 2 . A relativistic constituent quark model prediction [54] for the S 11 (1535) resonance is approximately level at (σ n /σ p ) = 0.3 for Q 2 > 1.5 (GeV/c) 2 , the kinematics of the present data. This model also agrees well with the low Q 2 data, although these data do contain contributions from both the D 13 (1520) and S 11 (1535) resonances. Nevertheless, the S 11 (1535) is the dominant resonance for Q 2 > 1.3 (GeV/c) 2 [28] . The sensitivity of the results to (σ n /σ p ) 2 is examined below.
The χ 2 /dof for the "standard" individual fits ranged from 0.5 to 2.2 for Fit I. The χ 2 /dof were only slightly worse for fits II and III. Figure 8 shows the results for σ n /σ p for the nonresonant and ∆ (1232) excitation cross sections under "standard" conditions for Fit
I, and Table V shows results for all three fits. In Fig. 8 , the smaller error bar is statistical, and the larger is the total uncertainty including experimental systematic, uncertainties due to the resonant and nonresonant global fit inputs, and modeling errors which are discussed more below.
A study was made of the model dependence of the results. Figures 9 and 10 show the results from Fit I for the ∆(1232) and the nonresonant background, respectively. This study was done for different deuteron wave functions, smearing models, off-shell corrections, and the assumed amount of higher-mass resonance contribution. The errors shown are the statistical uncertainties for the "standard" data points (square points) only.
The dependence on off-shell correction and deuteron wave functions is small compared to the statistical uncertainties; the dependence on the smearing model is greater, but only exceeds the statistical uncertainty for the higher Q 2 E133 points; and the dependence on the assumed (σ n /σ p ) 2 contribution is typically the largest uncertainty, especially at high Q 2 . These modeling trends are similar for fits II and III.
It is usually assumed that the proton and neutron ∆(1232) resonant amplitudes are entirely isovector transitions (∆I = 1). There can obviously be no isoscalar transitions from the I=1/2 nucleon ground state to the I=3/2 ∆(1232) resonance. However, the electromagnetic current could contain an isotensor contribution which would allow ∆I = 2 transitions as well. Thus, these resonant amplitudes can be decomposed into isovector and isotensor (A T ) components [55, 56] , such that the ratio σ n /σ p can be expressed
In the absence of an isotensor contribution, the ratio σ n /σ p should be unity. Low Q 2 electroproduction data [53, 56] indicates that the isotensor contribution is small, but there is a systematic trend for the σ n /σ p data to be less than unity. An average over all Q 2 of the low Q 2 Köbberling data [53] yields σ n /σ p = 0.91 ± 0.03. The resonance results shown in Fig. 8a are consistent with the low Q 2 data and also show a trend to be less than unity.
An average over all Q 2 of the NE11 and the E133 data yields σ n /σ p = 0.72 ± 0.07. It is also interesting to note that there is no observed Q 2 dependence to the (σ n /σ p ) ∆ data.
Although the errors are large, this implies that the neutron ∆(1232) transition form factor exhibits a similar behavior in Q 2 to that of the proton transition form factor.
The results for σ n /σ p for the nonresonant cross sections are expected to be consistent with deep-inelastic results where the resonant contributions have died away. Figure 8b shows two curves which give some indication of what the expected results should be. The upper curve is the ratio of
given by a fit to deep inelastic data [19] . The second curve is the expected SU(6) limit of
The ratio for σ n /σ p for the nonresonant background is likely to fall somewhere between the two curves. The data are a little high, but within errors are consistent with this expectation. For Fit II where (σ n /σ p ) ∆ is forced to be unity, the results for (σ n /σ p ) nres are generally lower than the Fit I results. The Fit II results are shown in Table V .
The total ratio (σ n /σ p ) total was determined from Fit III, and is given in Table V . The NE11 and E133 results are consistent in the overlap region. Note that the E133 results for (σ n /σ p ) total were previously published [6] from an independent analysis, and are consistent with the results presented here, although the new results have a larger estimate for the modeling uncertainty.
VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
A global fit to proton inelastic cross sections, which phenomenologically separates the nonresonant and resonant components, provides a reliable model over the range 0.3 < Q 2 < 10 (GeV/c) 2 and for W 2 between pion threshold and 4.3 (GeV) 2 . This resonance global fit was designed to smoothly match the deep-inelastic SLAC global fit [18] at W 2 ≈ 4 (GeV) 2 .
Using the resonance global fit, new results have been extracted for the ∆(1232) transition form factors over the range 1.64 < Q 2 < 6.75 (GeV/c) 2 . These results confirm that the ∆(1232) transition form factor decreases with increasing Q 2 faster than that expected from pQCD [1] .
New results have also been presented from Fit I where σ n /σ p ratios are extracted separately for the ∆(1232) resonance and the nonresonant background from inclusive electron-deuteron scattering cross sections in the resonance region. The results are consistent with (σ n /σ p ) ∆ being slightly less than unity as previous data [53] also seem to indicate, and there is no notable Q 2 dependence to this quantity. This implies, with large errors, that the neutron ∆(1232) transition form factor has a similar Q 2 dependence to that of the proton. The results shown for (σ n /σ p ) nres ∼ 0.5 are consistent with deep inelastic results. The model dependence of the σ n /σ p ratio extraction has been studied, and is the dominant uncertainty for the high Q 2 data. Table I . Cross sections for inelastic electron scattering from protons for SLAC experiment NE11. The errors shown include statistical and point-to-point systematic uncertainties added in quadrature, but do not include an overall normalization error of about 1.8%. Also shown are RC, the applied multiplicative radiative corrections to the raw cross sections after elastic tail subtraction, and RT, the subtracted elastic radiative tail.
(nb/sr-GeV) (nb/sr-GeV) Table IV . NE11 and E133 ∆(1232) transition form factor results determined from cross section data and normalized to µ p G D (Q 2 ). The first uncertainty is statistical, and the second is systematic including modeling and normalization uncertainties. Table V . Ratios σ n /σ p extracted from inelastic e-d cross sections in the region of the ∆(1232) resonance for both resonant and non-resonant cross section components. The first uncertainty is statistical and the second is the quadratically combined systematic and modeling (dominant) uncertainties. 
(µb) Fig. 1 . Three sample spectra displaying both resonance and deep inelastic photoabsorption cross section data. The data are normalized to G 2 D (Q 2 ). Resonance data (•) are shown from [22] (a), [6] (b), and this experiment (c). The deep inelastic data (•) from [21] are from nearby kinematics and were bin-centered to the indicated kinematics using the global fit which is shown as a solid line. Also shown are deep inelastic global fits given by the dashed curve [18] and the dotted curve [19] . Both of these used the same parameterization for R [17] . Fig. 2 . Sample virtual photoabsorption cross-section spectra, for the proton measured in this experiment. The errors include statistical and point-to-point systematic uncertainties. The contributions to the spectra from the higher-mass resonance (dot-dash) and the nonresonant (dashed) background were determined from the global fit to the data. The ∆(1232) strength (dotted) was determined using a single parameter fit to determine F ∆ (Q 2 ) for each spectrum. Also shown is the sum (solid) of these cross section components. The indicated Q 2 is at the ∆(1232) resonance mass of 1.232 GeV. Fig. 3 . Extracted ∆(1232) transition form factors from fits to individual ep cross-section spectra at each Q 2 point using the global fit to describe the nonresonant background. The inner error bars are statistical, and the outer error bars are total errors including systematic, modeling and normalization uncertainties. The diquark model fit due to Kroll, et al. [35] is shown as well as the heterotic prediction from Stefanis and Bergmann [36] and the three asymptotic predictions (denoted by * and labeled by GS, KS, and CZ) due to Carlson and Poor [25] , which have been evaluated at Q 2 = 12 (GeV/c) 2 . [53] at low Q 2 for the higher-mass resonance ratio, (σ n /σ p ) 2 . The curve is a relativistic constituent quark model prediction [54] for the S 11 (1535) resonance. . The ratios (a) (σ n /σ p ) ∆ and (b) (σ n /σ p ) nres from Fit I. The inner error bar is statistical and the outer error bar is systematic including modeling uncertainties. These results were found using the "standard" model choices: Paris deuteron wave function, smearing model SM-I, off-shell correction OS-IV, and (σ n /σ p ) 2 = 0.3. Previous data at low Q 2 from Köbberling et al. [53] are also shown. The solid curve in (b) was determined from [19, 17] . 
